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The phrase “common sense” rolls off the tongue easily, implying wisdom, and an ingrained understanding of how we work as a society. Yet, have you ever encountered a moment where “common sense” utterly failed? Where does the expected action lead to disaster, and the unconventional approach prove surprisingly wise?

The truth is, “common sense” is not as common as we think. It's woven from our individual experiences, biases, and cultural expectations. What seems universally obvious to one person might be utterly foreign to another. Consider, for example, the driver who swerves to avoid a puddle, forgetting the cyclist approaching from behind. Their “common sense” rule of avoiding water led to an unintended consequence.

Furthermore, the world is far from static. Technology disrupts, norms evolve, and what “made sense” a decade ago might be laughable today. Technology has rendered the old “common sense” obsolete — especially with the new generation and the apps such as TikTok scrolling so fast.

We see one event follow another and assume a direct link. Yet, countless examples exist where this “common sense” connection crumbles under scrutiny. Full moon and madness? A myth. These misinterpretations can lead to harmful generalizations and even prejudice.

So, where does this leave us? Should we abandon all “common sense” and embrace chaos? No, but we must treat it with caution. Here are some tools to navigate the murky waters of intuition:

Consider alternative perspectives: Before reacting based on "common sense," pause and consider how someone with different experiences might interpret the situation. Embrace evidence over assumption: Fact-check your gut feeling. Research, gather information, and challenge your first impulse.

Stay adaptable: Be open to the possibility that what “made sense” yesterday might not hold today. Embrace lifelong learning and be willing to revise your mental models.
By acknowledging the limitations of "common sense," we can approach the world with more humility and understanding. In a time of rapid change and diverse perspectives, perhaps what we truly need is not a shared set of absolutes, but a shared commitment to critical thinking, open-mindedness, and a willingness to learn from each other. Remember, the wisest course of action may not be the most "common sense." Sometimes, the path less traveled leads to the most extraordinary insights.
